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2025 WORLD COASTAL FORUM
GUIDELINES AND CALL FOR PROPOSALS

(as of 17th, April, 2025)


Ι .  2025  WORLD COASTAL FORUM 
1.  Introduction
Coastal ecosystems are among the most important and threatened ecosystems across the  globe,  providing  valuable  ecosystem  services  including  local  livelihoods, biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation and adaptation.  However, fragmented governance and insufficient global cooperation hinder their preservation and management. International resolutions/decisions by the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and IUCN have urgently called for a multistakeholder platform to address these challenges.
The World Coastal Forum (WCF), established in 2022, serves as a global platform to catalyze coastal conservation through evidence-based strategies, partnerships, and capacity building. Following the inaugural 2023 WCF Conference in Yancheng, China, the  WCF  has  expanded  its  Partnership  Initiative,  initiated  development  of  key knowledge products (State of the World’s Coastal Ecosystems Report, Conservation Toolkit), and gained further recognition from major international conventions (further information in Annex 1).
The 2025 WCF with the theme of Beautiful Coasts: Ecological Priority and Green Development is to be held in Yancheng, China, 24–25 September 2025. aims to strengthen global cooperation, share best practices, and advance sustainable coastal development, in line with relevant Multilateral Environmental Agreements and IUCN.  It  will  emphasize  ecological  priorities,  green  transitions,  and  multilateral collaboration.
2.  Key Objectives
[image: ]  Catalyze  global  cooperation  for  sustainable  coastal  ecosystem  protection, management and restoration.
[image: ]  Promote sustainable development and green industries in coastal regions.
[image: ]  Strengthen  international  collaboration  on  coastal  World  Heritage  Site
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1

conservation.
[image: ]  Address  climate  challenges  through  blue  carbon  initiatives  and  innovative technologies.
3.  Overview
[image: ]  Venue: Yancheng City, Jiangsu Province, China (a Ramsar Wetland City and UNESCO World Heritage Site)
[image: ]  Date: 23–25 September 2025
[image: ]  Hosts: Jiangsu Provincial People's Government; Ministry of Natural Resources; National Forestry and Grassland Administration
[image: ]  Preparation  Group:  Jiangsu  Provincial  People's  Government;  Ministry  of Natural Resources; National Forestry and Grassland Administration, Yancheng Municipal People's Government and the World Coastal Forum Coordination Group
[image: ]  Languages: English and Chinese (simultaneous interpretation)
[image: ]  Participants:  Policymakers,  representatives  of  international  organizations, researchers, industry leaders, NGOs, and coastal community representatives.
4.  Structure
The 2025 WCF comprises Opening and Closing Ceremonies, Plenary Fora, Special Activities, Side Events, Workshops and Field Visits.
a)  Opening Ceremony
o  Launch the conference with welcomes and keynote speeches
b)  Plenary Fora
[image: ]  Forum I: Coastal Ecosystem Conservation and Restoration
o  Focus:  Biodiversity  threats,  nature-based  solutions,  technological innovations, and international cooperation.
[image: ]  Forum II: Sustainable Coastal Futures
o  Focus: Renewable energy, blue carbon, green finance, ecotourism, and equitable development.
[image: ]  Forum III: Global Dialogue on Coastal World Natural Heritage Sites
o  Focus:  Management  strategies for UNESCO coastal World  Heritage sites, regional collaboration, and sustainable practices.
c)  Side Events and Workshops
Organized under two pillars:
•  Pillar 1: Integrated Coastal Protection and Multilateral Cooperation
o  Topics:  Transboundary  governance,  policy  harmonization,  and
[image: ]
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stakeholder engagement.
•  Pillar 2: Sustainable Coastal Futures
o  Topics:  Circular  economy,  climate  adaptation,  and  community-led initiatives
Each pillar includes 2–3 side events (90 minutes each).
d)  Special Activities
•  Closing Ceremony
o  Announcement of the Yancheng Conclusion and Forum outcomes.
•  Mayors’ Roundtable
o  Local  government  leaders  discuss  harmonizing  development  and coastal conservation.
•  Coastal Blue Carbon Seminar under Climate Change
o  Strategies for blue carbon management and climate targets.
•  Workshops
o  Interactive training on coastal ecosystem management and sustainable practices.
•  WCF Coordination Group Plenary (Members & Partners only)
o  Strategic planning for WCF partnerships and future priorities.
e)  Field Visits
[image: ]  Ecological Protection and Restoration:
o  Visits to UNESCO World Heritage sites, migratory bird sanctuaries, and restoration projects.
[image: ]  Green, Low-carbon, and Sustainability Innovation:
o  Visits zero-carbon industrial parks and eco-friendly enterprises.


The 2025 WCF offers to provide a global platform for international and national sharing of experiences and best practice and to identify ways to strengthen collaboration for conservation, management and restoration of coastal ecosystems. We welcome your active participation in this event!

For further information see our 2025 WCF website Or email us on dandan.gong@worldcoastalforum.org
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ΙΙ .  CALL  FOR  2025  WCF  SIDE  EVENT  &  WORKSHOP PROPOSALS

The 2025 WCF offers an excellent opportunity to share experience and best practice and to identify ways to strengthen collaboration for conservation,
management and restoration of coastal ecosystems. We invite applications for organization of side events and workshops.

1.  Types of Sessions Open for Submissions
a)  Side Events
•  Format: 60 or 90-minute interactive sessions combining invited presentations, expert panels, case studies, and audience engagement.
•  Requirements:
o  Minimum 50% time allocated to participatory discussions (e.g., Q&A, workshops).
o  Inclusion of diverse stakeholders (policymakers,scientists, conservationists, private sectors, local communities).
b)  Workshops
o  Hands-on training or participatory design of tools/strategies.
o  Clear learning outcomes and actionable takeaways (e.g., policy frameworks, community engagement models).
2.  Submission Framework
a)  Guiding Principles
•  Ecological  Priority: Proposals  should  prioritize  ecosystem  integrity  and biodiversity.
•  Multilateral  Cooperation: Demonstrate cross-sectoral or  transboundary partnerships. Involve ≥2 organizations from different sectors (e.g., government, NGO, academia, private sectors).
•  Innovative: Highlight technological or governance innovations.
•  WCF Engagement: Priority given to WCF Partnership and Coordination Group members.
b)  Thematic Alignment
All proposals should link to at least one of the 2025 WCF themes:
•  Coastal ecosystem resilience
•  Sustainable blue economies
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•  World Heritage site conservation
•  Climate change adaptation
c)  Multi-Stakeholder Collaboration
•  Proposals should involve at least two stakeholder groups (e.g., governments, NGOs, academia, private sectors).
•  Engage marginalized groups, youth, and indigenous voices. Encourage gender balance and ≥2 speakers under 30 years of age.
3.  WCF Working Principles
To ensure global inclusivity and alignment with international norms proposals should:
•  Geographical References: Use names and maps recognized by the United Nations and MEAs.
•  Technical Focus: Prioritize scientific, ecological, or development content over sensitive narratives.
•  Cultural Sensitivity: Case studies and imagery should respect local customs and indigenous knowledge (with prior informed consent).
4.  Submission Checklist
•  Proposal title, format, and duration.
•  List of proposed speakers/partners with affiliations.
•  Detailed provisional agenda with interactive components.
•  Relevant to WCF Priorities and Initiatives.
5.  Key Dates
•  First-Round Submission Deadline: 14 May 2025
•  Final Acceptance Notification: 30 June 2025
6.  Application Form
Kindly download the << 2025 WCF Side Event & Workshop Application form>> on the website.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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Annex Ι

BACKGROUND ON WORLD COASTAL FORUM
(update of April 2025)


Coastal  wetlands  and  associated  ecosystems  play  a  vital  role  as  nature-based solutions to the global climate crisis. They protect coastal communities from rising sea levels, mitigate disaster risks caused by climate change-induced extreme weather events, and serve as essential  blue  carbon sinks. Additionally, these ecosystems sustain migratory species, connect terrestrial and  marine biodiversity, and provide significant  ecosystem  services,  including  fisheries,  recreation,  tourism,  and  vital livelihood opportunities for coastal communities.
Despite their global importance, coastal ecosystems often remain inadequately conserved, hindered by fragmented governance and insufficient international cooperation. In response, international resolutions from the Convention on Migratory Species  (CMS,  2017),  Ramsar  Convention  on  Wetlands  (2018),  Convention  on Biological  Diversity  (CBD,  2018),  and the  International  Union  for  Conservation  of Nature (IUCN, 2020) have emphasized the urgent need for a global multistakeholder forum to enhance coastal ecosystem protection and sustainable use.
Answering this global call, the World Coastal Forum (WCF) has emerged in 2022 through extensive international consultations as an international, multi-stakeholder platform dedicated to catalyzing, facilitating, and upscaling coastal conservation and restoration efforts through evidence-based strategies, international cooperation, capacity building, and public awareness initiatives.
In 2023, the inaugural World Coastal Forum Conference took place in Yancheng, China, marking a significant step forward through the launch of the WCF Partnership Initiative,  intended to  mobilize  global stakeholders toward  priority  conservation actions  and  cooperation.
Since then, the Partnership Initiative has continued to grow, welcoming new partners from  around  the  globe.  Additionally,  important  achievements  have  been  made, including significant progress on the development of knowledge products, the State of the World’s Coastal Ecosystems Report and the World Coastal Ecosystem Conservation Toolkit, that provide practical guidance, best practices, and evidence- based solutions for coastal conservation and sustainable development.
[image: ]
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Currently, the WCF has gained further recognition from the three major international conventions that initially called for its establishment, following Chinese President Xi Jinping’s speech at the opening ceremony of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands COP14 in November 2022. This recognition is also reflected in Ramsar Convention Resolution XIV.6, CBD Decision 18/8, and CMS Resolution 18.1, all of which call for the establishment of a multistakeholder global coastal forum to bring together key actors to facilitate the protection, management, and restoration of these habitats.
The WCF is actively working to enhance its role as a global platform for facilitating and coordinating  international  actions  and  strengthening  multilateral  cooperation  on coastal ecosystem conservation and sustainable practices.
More information on our website  www.worldcoastalforum.org
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